
 

Dear HLAI friend: 

 

As we celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the     

Foundation of the Hispanic Lawyer’s Association 

of Illinois, we have a great opportunity to find    

renewed inspiration for our organization.  In this 

newsletter you will find many job and volunteer 

opportunities, as well as information on upcoming 

programming. 

 

We have our first free social event of the year from 

6 to 8 PM at La Taberna Tapas on Halsted (1301 

South Halsted).  La Taberna joins a number of other 

businesses who are co-sponsoring our events and 

offering our membership a permanent 20%         

discount!   So come check it out with your fellow 

HLAI members and learn about the ever growing 

number of member benefits! 

 

I want to take this opportunity to also congratulate the HLAI Charities Board 

for having a record breaking White Sox outing!  We had a great time raising 

funds and sold close to sixty tickets.  It is precisely this kind of participation 

that makes HLAI membership a worthwhile endeavor. 

 

In August HLAI participated in a number of special events, including receiving 

a delegation of Mexican attorneys and Bar leaders with the U.S. Department of 

State, receiving a delegation from the School of Law in Monterrey, Mexico, 

and participating in the first Bar President’s dinner, where we hope to         

cross-promote with other local, ethnic and State-wide Bar associations. 

 

So get close to HLAI!  Join us in our anniversary activities and events for the 

year.  There are many things to celebrate after fifteen years, and there is more to 

plan for the years to come!!! 

 

Cordially, 

Salvador A. Cicero-Domínguez, Esq. 

HLAI President 2011-2012. 
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Save the Dates 
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    1 2 3 
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Month Begins 

16 17 
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cosponsors 

ICIRR launch   

20 21 22 23  24 

25 HLAI-

Fire Outing & 

Fam. Def. 
Cent. Benefit 

26 27 28  29 30  
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 9/7/11- HLAI's Summer   

Social on September 7, 2011 

from 6-8 PM at La Taberna 

Tapas at 1301 S. Halsted.  

Mix and mingle with HLAI 

Board and fellow HLAI 

members. Hear about the 

exciting things in store for 

you as an HLAI member 

over sangria and light       

appetizers. The event is free 

to all HLAI members, and if 

you choose to stay for dinner 

you will enjoy 30% off of 

your bill. To RSVP or pay 

y o u r  d u e s ,  e m a i l            

Litza Mavrothalasitis at 

s m a v r o t h a l a -

sitis@jenner.com with HLAI 

Membership in the subject.  

 9/19/11-HLAI is proud to 

cosponsor the Illinois      

Coalition for Immigrant and 

Refugee Rights (ICIRR) 

P u b l i c  L a u n c h  o n             

September 19th. Time and 

place to be  announced. 

ICIRR would like to          

recognize the work of each 

volunteer, and   therefore 

asks all partners to send at 

least one representative 

from their organization or 

office. 

 9/23/11-The Chicago Latino 

Network’s 6th Annual 

Awards Gala will be  at the 

Drake on  September 23rd 

from 6PM-12AM.  Tickets 

are $150 per person. Buy 

your tickets through       

Chicago Latino Network.                                                                                             

 9/25/11- HLAI-Fire Outing at 3 PM. HLAI Members, bring 

your family and friends to watch the Chicago Fire! Paid 

HLAI Members receive your tickets at the discounted rate 

of $20.  Non-paid $28 / Children $20 dollars. Don’t miss 

this great opportunity to see the Fire’s new international 

stars, Pavel Pardo (Mexico) & Sebastian Grazzini

(Argentina).  Corner Kick seating near the lively Sector 

La t in o .  RS VP n ow  f o r  b es t  sea ts  to                                

smavrothalasitis@jenner.com, HLAI-Fire in the subject.  

 9/25/11- Join the Family Defense 

Center  for its third annual  

benefit on Sunday, September 

25, 2011 from 4:00PM-7:30PM at 

Hotel Allegro, 171 W. Randolph.  

Enjoy cocktails, hors d’ oeuvres 

and dessert while listening to 

Spanish Guitarist, Jose Tito 

Cornier and participating in the 

live and silent auctions. For 

ticket and sponsorship information, please click here.  

 

Family Defense Center featured Artist,   

Alejandro Romero. 

mailto:smavrothalasitis@jenner.com
mailto:smavrothalasitis@jenner.com
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=3-up7On2h9bIgcr-pPQvf7VaBsIXFdfTC1b-CyHA7c77S6IbELe8RfMK9le&dispatch=50a222a57771920b6a3d7b606239e4d529b525e0b7e69bf0224adecfb0124e9b61f737ba21b08198b897c0dd9782f17cd822063ff41faaba
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=3-up7On2h9bIgcr-pPQvf7VaBsIXFdfTC1b-CyHA7c77S6IbELe8RfMK9le&dispatch=50a222a57771920b6a3d7b606239e4d529b525e0b7e69bf0224adecfb0124e9b61f737ba21b08198b897c0dd9782f17cd822063ff41faaba
mailto:smavrothalasitis@jenner.com
https://co.clickandpledge.com/advanced/default.aspx?wid=40131
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HLAI joins the Family Defense Center in celebrating Ms. Carolyn Kubitschek for her 

countless achievements advancing the rights of children and families in the child       

protection system.  

Kubitschek’s past thirty-five years of practice casts no doubt  as to why she was selected 

as a Superlawyer  four years in a row.     

Kubitschek currently works for Lansner & Kubitschek, a public interest firm  advocating 

for the constitutional rights of parents and children . She also 

teaches child welfare law as an adjunct professor at Cardozo 

Law School, and Yeshiva University. Further, she currently 

serves as Vice-President of the National Coalition for Child   

Protection Reform.  

Kubitschek has several precedential cases,  including Nicholson 

v. Scoppetta, which established that the government cannot  

remove children from their mothers or prosecute mothers for 

child abuse simply because the mothers are victims of domestic 

violence.  

Kubitschek will be recognized at the Chicago Family Defense 

Center’s Third Annual Benefit this September.   

 

Tribute to  Kubitschek  

 9/28/11- BMO Harris Bank invites HLAI to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month at 

the National Museum of Mexican Art, 1852 W. 19th St. from 5PM-7:30PM. RSVP           

required via e-mail to arlette.luviano@harrisbank.com 

 10/11/11- HLAI Reception Honoring Hispanic Law Professors at Quarles & Brady, 

300 N. LaSalle, Suite 400  from 5:30PM-7:00PM.  

 10/26/11-HLAI is proud to be a sponsor of the Institute for Inclusion in the Legal   

Profession (“IILP”)’s symposium on the State of Diversity and Inclusion in the Legal 

Profession.  The Chicago symposium will take place on October 26, 2011 from 4:00 

PM-7:30PM. For  detai l s and to  reg ister for  the  event, 

visit http://www.theiilp.com.  Paid HLAI members receive a $50 discount! Pay your 

2012 membership dues now, and pay only $15 for your 2011 membership!  To pay 

your  dues email hlaimembership@yahoo.com.   

 Save room in your calendar for HLAI’s Dia de Los Muertos festivities.  Stay tuned for 

more information.   

http://www.theiilp.com/
mailto:hlaimembership@yahoo.com


 

 The Honorable Rodolfo Garcia seeks HLAI member support of his 

candidacy towards remaining on the Appellate Court.  There is   

currently a Lawyer’s Committee being formed with the purpose of 

promoting the Judge’s candidacy. Some of the notable chairs on 

the committee include John De Leon,  Manny Sanchez, two former    

Supreme Court justices as honorary co-chairs, retired appellate 

court judges and over five retired circuit court judges.  Within the 

coming weeks, Judge Garcia will be personally reaching out to 

HLAI members with regards to this committee.  

 HLAI was a sponsor of the NLLSA Central Region’s inaugural Encuentro event 

which took place on Saturday, June 25, 2011.  The Encuentro event was co-hosted 

with the Northwestern Latino Law Students Association at Northwestern University 

School of Law.  HLAI would like to acknowledge the following members for sharing 

their insights and experiences with the students: Judge Ruben Castillo, Judge Jesse 

Reyes, Judge David Delgado, Claudia Castro, Rosa Maria Silva, Litza                    

Mavrothalasitis, Homero Tristan, and Salvador Cicero.     

Member News and Announcements 

PAGE 4 NOTICIAS  SEPTEMBER 2011 

Join HLAI today to enjoy HLAI membership benefits.  Forgot to pay your dues?  Renew  

today. Pay your 2012 membership dues now, and receive your 2011 membership for only 

$15 dollars!!!   Enjoy the free HLAI Summer Social, discounted event registrations, CLEs, 

and more.  To join or renew your membership, email the HLAI Membership Secretary at                              

hlaimembership@yahoo.com.     

The membership form is on pages nine and ten for your             

convenience.  

Active membersh ip  

In Memoriam 

HLAI mourns the loss of  the Honorable Uvaldo 

Herrera. Originally from Durango, Mexico, 

Herrera graduated from the University of        

Illinois and DePaul University College of Law.  

Uvaldo served with distinction on the Board of 

Governors of the Hispanic National Bar           

Association for over a decade.  

mailto:hlaimembership@yahoo.com


 

26th Street Readers is a great opportunity to enrich the lives of  Pilsen kids 

through tutoring.  Volunteers will be helping fifth grade boys and 

girls  who primarily speak Spanish at home with their homework.    

Tutoring will take place Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:45PM-

3:30PM at Kanoon Chicago Public School, near Cermak.    

Individuals that are  interested should review the attached CPS 

volunteer registration packet available on pages 12-19. Start date 

to be determined. 

Quarles & Brady is seeking a Health Law Attorney with 

two to five years of experience to join their national health 

care practice in one of their Midwest offices, located in   

Madison, Milwaukee or Chicago.  The ideal candidate would 

have experience in advising hospitals, physicians, health  

systems and other health care providers or payors on federal 

and state law regulatory issues affecting the health care   

industry.  The candidate must have a very strong academic 

record paired with the skills, enthusiasm, and commitment 

to join the firm. If interested, please submit a cover letter, 

resume, law school transcript, and writing samples to: 

Michelle Bigler,  

Manager, Attorney Recruiting. 

E-mail: michelle.bigler@quarles.com 

Fax: (414)-978-8860 

The ICIRR is a coalition group advocating for undocumented persons and their families.  The 

ICIRR hotline launched August 11, 2011.  

ICIRR is an 800 hotline number that persons can call 24/7 with questions about deportation 

proceedings.  Callers are matched with volunteer attorneys who give them free initial       

consultations.   

ICIRR is seeking both financial support and  attorney volunteers, if you can help, please        

email Salvador Cervantes at scervantes@icirr.org.  

26th Street Readers 

Jobs  and Volunteer Opportunities  

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR) 
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“A great opportunity to enrich 

the lives of  Pilsen kids  through 

tutoring.”  
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Former life-appointed arbitrator, Gilberto Galicia, came to the 

Board to both inform HLAI of the recent Illinois Worker’s      

Compensation reform as well as to enlist our support in bringing 

positive and  transformative change to the system. 

As a part of Illinois Worker’s Compensation reform, Governor 

Quinn terminated all Worker’s Compensation Arbitrators. While 

Quinn formed  a commission  to hire arbitrators and   encouraged 

terminated arbitrators to reapply, HLAI wrote Governor Quinn 

to offer ourselves as a resource to his committee during the        

arbitrator selection  process  as well as  to encourage him to       

select arbitrators that were representative of the Latino          

community.  In the past, only two of the thirty-two arbitrators 

were Latinos.   

HLAI &  Worker’s Compensation Reform  

“In the past only two of the 

thirty-two arbitrators were 

Latinos.” 

Hispanic Heritage Essay Contest 
The Hispanic Heritage Organization is hosting its annual        

Hispanic Heritage  Organization Essay Contest, founded in 

1994 to enhance education and cultural awareness for Hispanics 

and non-Hispanics each year by celebrating  Hispanic Heritage 

Month (September 15th through October 15th) by hosting a     

variety of events.   

This year’s essay topic “The Importance of Education for Latino 

Children and Adults,” is expected to draw upwards of 1,200    

entries.  

Essays may be written in English or Spanish. The contest is 

open to all students in the State of Illinois from grades four 

through twelfth as well as college and adult education  students.  

Twelve winners will be selected. Entries must be submitted with 

an entry form on or before Friday, September 9, 2011.  Winners 

will be announced at the Opening Ceremony on Friday,         

September 30th.  

For more information, please call Your Service Personal        

Consulting, Inc. at (312)-819-1502.  

For your convenience, the  contest rules and entry form have 

been included on page eleven of this newsletter.  



 

 

HLAI at the Ballgame 
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HLAI at John Marshall 

HLAI members were        

invited by John Marshall 

Law School to attend a    

reception to speak with law 

students, faculty, and staff 

from the Facultad Libre de 

Derecho de Monterrey, 

Mexico.  The Reception took 

place at John Marshall Law 

School on Tuesday, August 

16th.  Thank you to the 

HLAI members who        

attended and took the time 

to speak with the John     

Marshall students and 

their guests from Mexico.  
HLAI President, Salvador Cicero, gave a special welcome to 

the visitors from Monterrey, also pictured are the President 

of  Student Council from Monterrey, Nelda Plancarte, HLAI 

Board Member, Professor Damian Ortiz, and HLAI member, 

Professor Art Acevedo.  

On August 18, 2011,  HLAI 

members and their families 

made it out to  U.S. Cellular 

Field for the  Sox v. Indians 

HLAIC/HLAI Fundraiser.  



 

HLAI participates in the American Airlines Business ExtrAA 

Awards Program to earn travel rewards for travel to the HNBE 

Conference and other professional events as designated by the board.  

By designating HLAI as your business, you and HLAI can both earn 

travel rewards toward future travel.  Please include HLAI during 

your fall air travel on AA!  

Business Name: HLAI Hispanic Lawyers Association of Illinois. 

Business ExtrAA Account Number: 787505 

To earn Business ExtrAA travel rewards, all you need to do is ensure 

the HLAI Business ExtrAA account number appears on all of your  

tickets with American Airlines, American Eagle® or                    

AmericanConnection®.  

Member Benef i t s  Reminder  

Sign up today! 
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 Available Office Space-Experienced attorney of seventeen years has two available     

offices in his suite for rent.  Includes  furniture, gas, light and use of conference room 

and parking lot.  Located in the heart of Brighton Park.  Perfect for someone starting 

out or someone looking to downsize. Possible referral arrangement available.  Call    

Jesus Perez at 773-869-0955 for details.  

Class i f ieds  

Newsletter  Announcements  

Members are free to contribute their announcements by sending their message to 

abogados.chicago2@gmail.com.  Please title your message as “Newsletter.” 

As you may already be aware, the HLAI 

website, www.hlai.org, is still under          

construction.  Please bear with us as we 

make  the site functional.  We hope to have  

the website updated very soon.  

 

Website Update 

The August HLAI Board of Directors 

Meeting was held on August 9, 2010 

at 6:00 PM at Jenner & Block LLP, 

353 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL. Special 

thanks to HLAI Membership         

Secretary Litza Mavrothalasitis and 

Jenner & Block LLP for hosting the 

meeting.  

Acknowledgements 

tel:773-869-0955
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HISPANIC LAWYERS ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS (“HLAI”) MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Calendar Year 2012 

* Required Fields  * Ã   Renewal (update information) *Ã  New Membership 

 

* Name: ______________________ _____________________  __________________________ 

  First    Middle     Last 

*Business Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

* Business Address: ______________________________ Website  

   ______________________________ Domain:  ____________________________ 

*Business Phone:  _______- _________- ___________ Fax No.   _______-_______-__________ 

*Email Address:  _______________________________ Title:  ____________________________ 

 

  *If you prefer to be contacted elsewhere, please provide alternate information: 

Mailing Address:  _______________________________ 

   _______________________________ 

   _______________________________ 

Phone:   _______- _________- ___________ Fax No.  _______- _________- __________ 

 

*I am (check all that apply): 

 1Ã  an attorney licensed to practice in Illinois, admitted in ____________ (year); 

 2Ã  an attorney licensed to practice in _____________________ (other state(s) and year(s)); 

 3Ã  a judge presiding in ____________________________, since _________________ (year); 

 4Ã  an adm. law judge/arbitrator/hearing officer for ______________________, since _________ (year); 

 5Ã  a law professor at _______________________________, since ____________ (year); and /or 

 6Ã  a law student at _________________________, with an expected graduation date of _______ (year). 

Law school attended (or attending) and year of graduation:  _____________________________________________ 

 

*ANNUAL DUES:  Ã$350.00 sustaining member; Ã$200.00 patron member; Ã$100.00 contributing member; 

Ã$50.00 more than five years of practice; Ã$35.00 five years of practice or less; Ã$10 for law students 

2011-2012 DUES OPTION: A combined 2011 and 2012 membership fee is available:  

Ã$65.00 more than five years of practice; Ã$50.00 five years of practice or less 

 

* Membership applications approved on or after December 1 are considered to be for the remainder of that calendar year and the 

following calendar year.  Applications approved on or before November 30 are considered to be for the remainder of 2011 and dues 
are not prorated, unless you select the 2011-2012 DUES OPTION.   

 

 

Donations:  Ã  HLAI Charities [tax deductible, enclose a separate check payable to “HLAI Charities”] 

1aÃ  ________ Community Food Baskets Fund       1bÃ  _________  JD Mentors Program  

2Ã    ________  Latina Lawyers Committee   

3Ã    ________  General Fund 

      Total Amount Enclosed ____________________ 

 
HLAI is an Affiliate of the Hispanic National Bar Association.  As an HLAI member, for a $20 annual fee, you can join the Hispanic National Bar 
Association as an “Affiliate Attorney.” HLAI does not take payment on behalf of the HNBA.  Please visit www.hnba.com to become a member of 
the HNBA. 

 

Please return this completed form and dues payable to The Hispanic Lawyers Association of Illinois to: 

Hispanic Lawyers Association of Illinois, 321 South Plymouth Court, 6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60604. 

If paying on-line please e-mail this form to smavrothalasitis@jenner.com with HLAI Membership in the Subject. 

 

Date: ____________________________  Signature ________________________________________ 

 

http://www.hnba.com/
mailto:smavrothalasitis@jenner.com
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 Hispanic Heritage 2011 Essay Entry Form 



 26th Street Readers Information 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


